The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


Roughlee Hall, a 16th-century building, is located near the left bank of Pendle Water in 
Lancashire, England. The long, low two-story structure, built of local stone with stone slated 
roofs, has a central hall and end wings. It measures over 90 ft. in length and has a rather flat and 
low appearance due to the end wings' projection of only 3 ft. 

The house is now in a very dilapidated state, and only the north wing is inhabited, with nearly 
all the windows built up. The hall window has nine lights, with smaller three-light windows on 
each side. The other windows have rounded heads and without transoms, with varying numbers 
of lights from six to nine. However, the lower windows in the southwest wing have been 
replaced by square sashes, which, in turn, have been built up in brick. There is a large projecting 
stone chimney with two diagonally-set shafts and ornamental panelling below at the northeast 
end, and another plainer chimney at the back of the southwest wing. At the south end of the 
building is a small one-story projection under a leanto roof, which has an inscribed stone in the 
lower part of the wall. The stone reads, "This house was builded by M. N. in the year of Our 
Lord 1536," with the initials belonging to Miles Nutter. 

The house is sometimes referred to as the Witches' Hall because Alice Nutter, one of the 
accused witches in the 1612 Lancashire witch trials, once resided there. Alice Nutter was the 
wife of Richard, son of Miles Nutter, and had several children. Her paternal name is not known. 
Despite being a wealthy woman and having a good reputation in the community, she was 
accused of attending the witches' meeting at Malkin Tower and conspiring to kill Henry Mitton 
of Roughlee with old Elizabeth Device because he had refused to give Device a penny. Alice 
Nutter denied her guilt and died very impenitent, without confessing to any particular offense 
even in articulo mottis. 

The estate of Roughlee Hall has recently been acquired by Mr. Henry Bulcock of Burnley. 
Despite its dilapidated state, the house's historical significance and association with the 
Lancashire witch trials make it an important landmark in the area's history. 


By Donald Jay 


